
 

 

 

 
Dear Families, 

 
December and January have been very busy months of learning in first grade! Take a look to see what 
we’ve been been up to! 
 
Reading 

The students learned about 5 finger retelling, making sure to include story elements such as 
character and setting, along with details from the story in sequential order. ( beginning, middle and 
end)  
 
Then we started to talk about reading comprehension strategies we can use while we read a book. We 
focused on schema first, which means what you already know about a topic. (background 
knowledge)And then we talked about making connections to books we read. Text to self connections 
are things from the book that remind us of our own lives, text to text connections are realizing books 
that talk about similar things, and text to world connections, are making connections to books that talk 
about real life events that happen in the world!  
 
We also talked about different holidays that people celebrate and New Years! 
Writing: 

The students finished up writing their personal narrative stories, where they choose a memory 
from their life and write about what happened in sequential order. They are currently hanging up in the 
hallway and will come home to you soon! We are currently in our non-fiction unit of writing and have 
just learned about how to writing that teaches steps of how to do something in real life! This how to will 
go into your child’s non-fiction book.  
 
In grammar we also learned about verbs and how they are words that show action. The students 
learned how to identify verbs in a sentence along with knowing the difference between nouns, 
adjectives, and verbs.  
Math: 

In math, we are still reinforcing the concept of number bonds and how they apply to addition 
and subtraction problems. The students also learned about the commutative property (6+3=3+6) and 
also learned that the equal sign is used to balance equations. (i.e. 4+3=8-1 or 5+5=7+3) The students also 
learned the addition strategy of doubles by learning the doubles rap to help them remember these 
problems! Ask your child to tell you the rap!  
 
Word Study 

We finished up learning about the bonus letter rule which means you add an extra f,s, l or 
sometimes z at the end of a word if it has a short vowel in it. ( i.e. mess, fill, ball) We also learned the 
glued sound of all.  We then learned about how the suffix of s is found at the end of words (dog-dogs, 
run-runs). Sometimes the s can make the sound of z at the end of the word. Our next unit will focus on 
glued sounds of ank, ink, unk, and onk. Then ing, ang, ung, and ong. Glued sounds are letters that come 
together to make a new sound rather than sounding out each letter separately.  
 

 
The First Grade Team 


